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HERITAGE POLICY
This policy applies to an application to develop a heritage place in the Heritage Overlay
unless the exemptions in the incorporated plan are applicable.
Policy basis

22/05/2014
C50(Part 1)

This policy builds on the MSS objective in Clause 21.04-2 to protect and enhance heritage
places including buildings, trees and structures of natural or cultural significance for
present and future generations in the Shire of Campaspe.
The MSS identifies the need for a heritage policy to guide decisions on conservation,
demolition and adaption of heritage places.
This policy sets out objectives and performance measures for all individual properties and
heritage precincts.
The precincts are: HO1 Old Echuca Township Precinct; HO2 Echuca Central Precinct;
HO3 Echuca Central Residential Precinct; HO87 Echuca North Residential Precinct;
HO203 Rochester Precinct, HO301 Rushworth Precinct and HO312 Balaclava Hill Open
Cut Mine and Whroo Township Site Area.
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Objectives
To protect heritage places within the Shire of Campaspe in accordance with the accepted
conservation standards of the ICOMOS Burra Charter.
To encourage the retention and conservation of all significant and contributory heritage
places.
To conserve and enhance the cultural fabric of heritage places within the Shire of
Campaspe to ensure that the form and appearance of any additions, alterations, or new
development is complementary.
To promote design excellence, which clearly and positively supports the ongoing cultural
significance of heritage places.
To ensure that new development in heritage precincts, including external additions and
alterations, is respectful to the architectural, social and/or historic character of the precinct
and makes a positive contribution to its built form and amenity.
To ensure that non-contributory buildings in heritage precincts are developed in a manner
that is sympathetic to, and does not detract from, the significance of the heritage precinct.
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Policy
It is policy to consider the following statements when assessing an application under the
Heritage Overlay. Some words have specific meanings which are defined at the end of the
policy.
Statement of significance
It is policy to:
 Take into account the statement of significance of a heritage place when making a
decision about proposed buildings and works associated with that place. Part of the
statements of significance for the heritage precincts are reproduced at the end of this
policy.
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 Give priority to the most recently adopted statement of significance where there is more
than one statement of significance adopted by the responsible authority in relation to a
heritage place.
Demolition
It is policy to:
 Retain significant and contributory heritage buildings.
 Discourage the demolition of significant and contributory heritage buildings unless it
can be demonstrated that:
·

The building is structurally unsound;

·

The original fabric of the building has deteriorated to such an extent that a
substantial reconstruction would be required to make the building habitable;

·

The replacement building displays design excellence; and

·

If located in a heritage precinct, the replacement building clearly and positively
supports the ongoing heritage significance of the precinct.

 Allow the partial demolition of significant and contributory heritage buildings where
the fabric to be demolished is of no significance, or where the demolition helps to
reveal the original fabric of the building.
 Allow the partial demolition of significant and contributory heritage buildings for the
purpose of additions, only if the additions will not affect the heritage significance of the
building and the proposed addition is sympathetic to its scale and form.
 Allow the demolition of non-contributory buildings in heritage precincts.
 Retain significant vegetation.
 Ensure an application for demolition is also accompanied by a replacement
development proposal.
Subdivision
It is policy to:
 Ensure that the subdivision of heritage places does not adversely affect the heritage
significance of the place.
 Ensure that development which may result from the subdivision of heritage places does
not adversely affect the heritage significance of the place.
 Ensure that the subdivision of heritage places results in development that retains and
extends the existing built form pattern where such pattern contributes to the
significance of the heritage place.
 Ensure that appropriate settings and contexts for significant and contributory heritage
buildings, trees and gardens is maintained.
Performance measures
It is policy to assess proposals against the following measures:
 Subdivision should give visual prominence to significant and contributory heritage
buildings over new development.
 Subdivision should complement and be consistent with the rhythm and pattern of
buildings in heritage precincts.

LOCAL P LANNING POLICIES – CLAUSE 22.02

PAGE 2 OF 18

CAMPASPE PLANNING SCHEME

 Subdivision should be avoided where it will adversely affect the important views of,
and the interrelationship between, groups of significant or contributory heritage
buildings.
 Subdivisions should be designed to ensure that the location of boundaries and building
envelopes do not threaten significant vegetation. New boundaries should not bisect the
root or canopy zone of significant vegetation.
 Gardens and established trees, whether or not of heritage significance, which contribute
to the setting of a significant or contributory heritage building or precinct should be
retained in the same lot as the building.
Restoration
It is policy to:
 Ensure that the external fabric of significant and contributory heritage buildings is
conserved in an appropriate manner.
 Encourage the restoration and reconstruction of the original or early appearance of
contributory fabric, particularly when seen from the street.
 Retain original fabric.
 Discourage the painting of unpainted surfaces.
 Ensure that restoration of contributory fabric is undertaken using the same materials as
the original.
Additions and alterations
It is policy to:
 Ensure that, where possible, alterations and additions to significant and contributory
heritage buildings are concealed from adjoining streets.
 Ensure that the alterations or additions have a low visual impact and do not detract from
the significance of the heritage place, where it is impossible to conceal alterations and
additions to significant or contributory heritage buildings.
 Ensure that alterations and additions to significant and contributory heritage buildings
maintain the integrity of the architectural character of the building.
 Ensure that alterations, additions and works to significant and contributory heritage
buildings maintain the spatial qualities and consistency of styles and materials in the
heritage precinct.
 Ensure that alterations, additions and works are complementary and do not overwhelm
significant and contributory heritage buildings.
 Ensure that alterations, additions and works to significant and contributory heritage
buildings do not dramatically alter the character of their immediate environs.
 Ensure that alterations and additions to contributory buildings are in keeping with the
context of the heritage precinct.
Performance measures
It is policy to assess proposals against the following measures:
 Alterations and additions to significant and contributory heritage buildings should
retain as much of the original fabric and layout as possible. ‘Facadism’ is strongly
discouraged.
 Alterations and additions to significant and contributory heritage buildings should be
compatible in terms of materials, size, proportions, mass, height, setback, texture,
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colour, plan configuration, solid to void ratio and other features of the building and the
heritage precinct, where appropriate.
 The replication of historic detail in alterations and additions should be avoided.
Interpretive design based on historical characteristics is encouraged. Good quality
contemporary design is also encouraged and is preferable to copying original design.
 Ground floor alterations and additions to significant and contributory heritage buildings
should be setback behind the front wall of the building in order to allow the façade to
retain its primacy and integrity, particularly when viewed from the street. A setback of
3-4 metres is generally sufficient to achieve this. Greater setbacks may be required on
large or corner blocks where generous side setbacks allow more oblique views.
 Ground floor alterations and additions to significant and contributory heritage buildings
should not exceed the height of the ground floor of the existing building.
 Alterations and additions to significant and contributory heritage buildings should not
be located directly above the front facade:
·

For first floor alterations and additions to single storey buildings on narrow sites, a
setback of 8 metres behind the principal facade is generally sufficient to maintain
visual emphasis on the original facade. This setback is usually appropriate for
Victorian or Federation buildings where it ensures the preservation of the original
ridge line and chimney.

·

For first floor alterations and additions on sites of average or greater width, a
setback behind the principal facade of greater than 8 metres may be required. In the
case of inter-War and late Federation houses, low roof pitches and broad frontages
combine to make it difficult for first floor additions to be fully obscured. Some
degree of visibility may be permissible depending upon the integrity of the building,
the surrounding streetscape and the compatibility of proposed new forms.

 Alterations and additions should be distinguishable from the original fabric of a
significant or contributory heritage building.
 Alterations and additions should preserve principal view lines to significant and
contributory heritage buildings.
 New building elements such as dormer windows, porticos and verandahs should be
avoided on significant and contributory heritage buildings unless part of a deliberate
attempt to reinstate early features known to have existed on the building.
 The profile of visible sections of the roofline of significant and contributory heritage
buildings should not be altered.
New buildings in heritage precincts
It is policy to:
 Consider the context of the heritage precinct when designing new buildings.
 Maintain the existing scale, massing, form and siting of contributory buildings in
heritage precincts when designing new buildings.
 Ensure that new buildings adjacent to contributory buildings are sympathetic to the
significance and character of the contributory building and the precinct.
Performance measures
It is policy to assess proposals against the following measures:
 The replication of historic detail in new buildings should be avoided. Interpretive
design based on historical characteristics is encouraged. Good quality contemporary
design is encouraged and is preferable to copying original design.
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 New buildings may be contemporary in style provided they adopt an understated
character and do not visually dominate adjacent contributory buildings or the heritage
precinct in terms of size, height or bulk.
 The design of new buildings should relate to and use as reference points the materials,
colour and details of adjacent buildings and the surrounding precinct. New materials
may be introduced provided that they are complementary to the significance of the
heritage place.
 Buildings should not be taller than adjacent contributory buildings unless in a heritage
precinct where a pronounced variation in building height already exists.
 New buildings should be oriented to relate positively to contributory buildings and
subdivision patterns and spatial qualities throughout the heritage precinct.
 New buildings should be setback the same distance from the front boundary as adjacent
contributory buildings. Where there are two adjacent contributory buildings with
different setbacks, the new building should be setback the average distance of those
adjacent. Where one adjacent building is contributory and the other adjacent building is
non-contributory, a setback consistent with the contributory building should be applied.
 The side setbacks of new buildings should be consistent with the rhythm of the
streetscape or precinct.
 New buildings should not obscure views to contributory buildings or their features.
 Individual architectural elements such as roof forms and fenestration should
complement existing styles without striving to reproduce them.
 The proportions and spacing of door and window openings should relate to those of
adjoining contributory buildings and the surrounding precinct.
Front fences
It is policy to:
 Retain original and contributory fences.
 Ensure that new fences are constructed in a manner that is sympathetic to and
contributes positively to the significance of the heritage place.
Performance measures
It is policy to assess proposals against the following measures:
 Fences should not obscure views to the front façade of significant or contributory
heritage places from adjacent streets.
 The materials and scale of new fences should be consistent with the architectural period
of the significant or contributory heritage building, or in the case of non-contributory
buildings, the precinct. Generally, fences should not exceed 1.2 metres in height and
should only be constructed in solid materials if this is consistent with the architectural
period of the building or precinct.
 Where the design details and materials of an original fence are known reconstruction
should be encouraged. Where such details are not known cues may be taken from
original fences within the precinct (where relevant) or on properties from heritage
places from the same architectural period.
Car parking
It is policy to:
 Ensure that car parking facilities do not dominate heritage places.
Performance measures
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It is policy to assess proposals against the following measures:
 Carports and garages should be setback behind the front façade of a building.
 Driveways and crossovers should provide for single car access only.
 New crossovers should be avoided. Where approved, crossovers should be constructed
in materials and profiles to match existing crossovers within the precinct.
 There should not be more than one crossover per lot.
Ancillary services
It is policy to:
 Ensure that ancillary services do not disturb, alter or diminish the significance of a
heritage place.
Performance measure
It is policy to assess proposals against the following measure:
 All ancillary services, including satellite dishes, air conditioning plants, solar heating
systems, garbage facilities and the like, should be sited so they are concealed from the
street.
Business identification signage
It is policy to:
 Ensure that business identification signage does not diminish the significance of a
heritage place.
22.02-4
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Application requirements
An application to develop a heritage place in the Heritage Overlay should be accompanied
by the following information, as appropriate:
 A written report that explains how the proposal addresses the objectives, policy
statements and performance measures in this policy and any variations from the policy.
 Plans and elevations (A3 size) including (but not limited to):
·

Fully scaled and dimensioned elevations and floor plans of existing conditions, the
extent of any proposed demolition, and any alterations and additions or new
buildings;

·

A fully scaled and dimensioned site plan showing the existing and proposed
development including outbuildings, fences, significant vegetation, car parking, new
crossovers, on-site parking space locations and any other noteworthy features;

·

Vistas that are to be retained to significant and contributory heritage buildings;

·

A photo montage of the streetscape;

·

A streetscape elevation which shows the existing streetscape and how the proposal
sits within it;

·

An axonometric elevation, where appropriate, which shows how the proposal sits
within its immediate area, particularly from oblique views from neighbouring
streetscapes where any part of the proposal will be visible,

·

Full details and samples of materials, finishes, and colours;

·

Details of any primary or secondary sources used to provide evidence of the earlier
or original use, form or decoration of the heritage place; and
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22.02-5

A landscape plan.

Statements of significance for heritage precincts

22/05/2014
C50(Part 1)

The following statements of significance provide a description of each of the precincts
within the Heritage Overlay and outline the contributory sites within each.
The sources for the statements of significance for HO1, HO2, HO3 and HO87 can be found
in the physical description and the history of the City of Echuca Heritage Conservation
Study, 1992.
Old Echuca Township Precinct (HO1)
Statement of significance
What is significant?
The old Echuca township area provides evidence of the earliest settlement of Echuca.
Surviving structures from this period of early settlement illustrate the built character and
specific activities that were associated with the port. Much of the 1854 Philip Chauncy
survey area falls within the heritage overlay area. Of particular note is the wharf and port
area and the surviving rudimentary timber shop fronts [found at 531 – 535 High Street and
the relatively sophisticated timber shop front 286 Hare Street].
The variety of building types and places demonstrate the early character of the port area
and include the:
 Industrial buildings [the wharf, the pumping station];
 Commercial buildings [hotels, banks, shops, factories & brothel];
 Governance [police station, the Custom House, the Bond Store, the former Supreme
Courthouse, the former Borough offices];
 Residential places;
 Public open spaces and significant plantings dating from 1868 [ficus macrophyllia outside the police station and the araucaria bidwilli at the former Townhall]; and
 The treed river banks and associated open areas.
The views from within the precinct to the treed river banks are important as they provide a
visual link to the river as well as providing a natural setting for the port area.
Note:

Some of the contributory places are also of individual significance and have their own
Heritage Overlay. Refer to their individual citations for their cultural heritage
significance.
Places that contribute to the significance of the precinct include:
Dickson Street: no 1-3 [former Police Station]
Hare Street: nos 239-249 [American Hotel], 270 [Riverine Herald], 282, 284, 286, 288,
290-292 [Forty Winks]
Heygarth Street: nos 2 [Campaspe Shire Council Offices], 9, 11, 17, 19, 30-32, 37-45
[Palace Hotel], 47-49 [Heygarth House], 51-55 [Former London Chartered Bank] 310 [War
Memorial and parkland setting]
High Street: Nos 499-501 [former Commercial Family Hotel], 509-511 [Millewa
Chambers], 524-528 [former Town Hall & Library] 525, 527, 531-535, 537, 539, 541, 542544, 543, 545 [former Bank of New South Wales], 549, 551, 554, 558, 559, 560-562, 563565, 564-566, 569-571 [former Echuca Hotel], 568, 570-572, 574-576, 579-587 [the
Shamrock Hotel], 578-580, 582, 584-586, 589-591 [Former Bank of Victoria], 590 - 592,
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603-607, 609, 614, 622 [former W M McCulloch Building], 624 [Permewan Wright
Building], 628-632 [shop], 640 [house]
Hopwood Place: 1 [Bridge Hotel]
Law Court Place: 4 [former Supreme Courthouse]
Leslie Street: 2 [former Echuca Custom House]
Little Hopwood Street: [former brothel]
Murray Esplanade: nos 2 [former Pumping Station], 4, 9-11 [former Murray Hotel], 8, 19
[Echuca Club], 40 - 60 [Echuca Wharf and Port], 43 [Shackell’s Bond Store], 51 [Wisteria
Tea Rooms], 37 [Steam Packet Inn], 45-47 [the Star Hotel], former bridge structural arch
[round-a-bout Hare Street/Murray Esp/Radcliff Street]
Percy Street: nos 4 [Church Hall], 16
Cnr Hare and Percy Streets: 264-266 Hare Street & 32 Percy Street [commercial building]
Cnr Radcliffe & Murray Esplanade [former Holden Sales Centre]
Hopwood River Park
Hopwood Place Park [Hopwood Gardens]
Onion Patch Reserve area

HO1 Old Echuca Township Precinct (Note - shaded properties are contributory to
precinct)
Echuca Central Precinct (HO2)
Statement of significance
What is significant?
The Echuca Central Precinct is significant as it provides evidence of the extent and the
character of the southward expansion of the township from the late 19th century and the
20th century.
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Buildings and places in the central precinct such as the Echuca Post Office, churches,
schools, banks, hotels, commercial buildings, Alton Gardens, the Water Tower and the
former Flour Mill demonstrate this change of commercial focus to south along High Street
and east to Hare Street during the late 19th and early 20th century.
The diverse range of building types and architectural expressions contribute to the
architectural and historic urban character of this precinct.
A number of mature trees and this includes the Kurrajongs make an important contribution
to the aesthetic significance of the precinct.
Note:

Some of the contributory places are also of individual significance and have their own
Heritage Overlay. Refer to their individual citations for their cultural heritage
significance.
Places that contribute to the significance of the precinct include:
Anstruther Street: 222 [St Mary's Parish Centre], 216 [1919 Red Brick Building]
Hare Street:, nos 103-107 [former 208 School site - Echuca Primary School], 109 [Infant
Welfare Centre], 110 [Caledonian Hotel], 115 -117 [St Andrews Uniting Church], 148, 179
[ANZ Bank], 187 [Harvest Hotel], 197 [former bank], 205, 209-211, 216 [Suttons
Building], 218, 213-219 [Christ Church Rectory], 220-222, 224-226, 256 [Former Post
Office], 258 [St Mary's Catholic Church]
High Street: Water Tower, 410 [the former Echuca Technical School], 391, 397, 399
[former Coffee Palace, Weymouth's Temperance Hotel], 424 [former Flour Mill], 426
[Masonic Lodge], 428 [Salvation Army Citadel], 433, 500-514 [Christ Church Anglican
Church]
High and Hare Streets [Alton Gardens]
Pakenham Street: no 258
Percy Street: no 13 [St Mary’s Catholic Priory]
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HO2 Echuca Central Precinct (Note - shaded properties are contributory to precinct)
Echuca Central Residential Precinct (HO3)
Statement of significance
What is significant?
The Echuca Residential Precinct demonstrates the evolution and changing residential
character of the township of Echuca during the late 19th and early 20th century.
From the end of the 19th century the Echuca Central Residential Precinct supplanted
Echuca's West End as the most sought after residential location.
The precinct is particularly notable for its early 20th century residential development in the
Federation style. Of these a number are large and grandiose and particularly fine examples
of the period [of note 59 – 63 Hopwood Street, 41 Francis Street and Cadell 12 Tyler
Street].
The other historic residences illustrate a variety of architectural styles [of their period] and
this includes the: California Bungalow, the English Domestic Revival, English Arts And
Crafts, Federation/Edwardian and the late Victorian vernacular.
The majority of places are picturesque in character and these values are supported by a
number of fine landscaped garden settings.
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Development generally consists of single storey housing with generous setbacks, garden
settings and low transparent fences. This contributes to the sense of spaciousness and
openness that is complemented by the public domain with its wide streets, gravelled verges
and street trees. The general openness of the precinct enables views to the nearby riverine
vegetation and environment.
The Echuca Central Residential Precinct has retained its high quality historic residential
character and this is supported by the quality and variety of architectural styles.
Note:

Some of the contributory places are also of individual significance and have their own
Heritage Overlay. Refer to their individual citations for their cultural heritage
significance.
Places that contribute to the significance of the precinct include:
Francis Street: nos 41, 42, 46, 50, 53, 54, 55, 56, 59, 62, 63, 65, 67, 68, 71, 74, 75, 80
High Street: nos 366, 368 [including tree]
Hopwood Street: nos 44, 47, 50, 53, 55, 57, 59-63, 60, 62, 65, 67, 68, 70, 73, 75, 76
McKinlay Street: no 221
Tyler Street: no 12 'Cadell'

HO3 Echuca Central Residential Precinct (Note - Shaded properties are contributory
to precinct)
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Echuca North Residential Precinct (HO87)
Statement of significance
What is significant?
The Echuca North Precinct area developed in conjunction with the river trade and the port
of Echuca. The precinct area is included in the 1854 Philip Chauncy survey for the
township of Echuca.
This precinct is largely residential with the exception of the Brigidine Catholic complex
[21 – 31 Dickson Street]. Further subdivision has resulted in a diversity of architectural
styles from different periods and differing scale of development. The largely single storey
character of this gracious 19th and early 20th century precinct with its generous setbacks,
open garden settings, low front fences has maintained a sense of the 19th century spatial
qualities.
Most of the houses have mature ornamental private gardens and these are complemented
by the avenues of street trees and street tree groups found throughout the precinct. The
survival of a large number of buildings and places that are associated with the development
of Echuca as the largest inland port gives this heritage precinct a high degree of integrity
and intactness.
From within the wide streets there are a number of vantage points for views to the Murray
and Campaspe Rivers and the port area.
Note: Some of the contributory places are also of individual significance and have their
own Heritage Overlay. Refer to their individual citations for their cultural heritage
significance.
Places that contribute to the significance of the precinct include:
Bolton Street: nos 16, 18
Connelly Street: nos 1, 3, 5, 11, 15, 16, 18, 20
Dickson Street: nos 10, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21-31, 24, 28, 30, 33, 35
Law Court Place: no 2
Watson Street: nos 21, 27, 31, 33
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HO87 Echuca North Residential Precinct (Note - Shaded properties are contributory
to precinct)
Rochester Precinct (HO203)
Statement of significance
The sources for this statement of significance can be found in the previous heritage work of
the former Shire of Rochester.
What is significant?
The Rochester Precinct is of local cultural heritage significance as it contributes to an
understanding of the historic development of the township. The precinct consists of a
variety of building types from different periods of development and these assist in the
demonstrating the impact of the Land Selection Acts, Closer Settlement and the
development of irrigation.
Note:

Some of the contributory places are also of individual significance and have their own
Heritage Overlay. Refer to their individual citations for their cultural heritage
significance.
Places that contribute to the cultural heritage significance of the precinct include:
Gillies Street: 5- 9, 10 - 20, 11 - 23, 22, 25, 27, 28, Bull Saleyard ring, basalt gutters,
roadside avenue of elm trees
Moore Street: 32- 34, 31-33, 35 [ANZ Bank], 39 [Hotel Rochester], 40 - 44, 41, 43, 45, 46,
47, 49 [Commercial Hotel], 55 [Shamrock Hotel], the park and that includes the palm trees;
the palm trees to the roadside; the peppercorn tree to the railway station forecourt, 38
[Rochester Post Office]
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Mackay Street: 49 [Criterion Hotel], 50- 54, 56, 55, 58, 68, 70, 72, 74, 78, 80, Rochester
Shire Hall

HO203 Rochester Precinct (Note - Shaded properties are contributory to precinct)
Rushworth Precinct (HO301)
Statement of significance
The sources for this statement of significance can be found in the physical description and
the history of the Waranga Conservation Study, 1988.
What is significant?
Rushworth is a 19th century gold rush town. The settlement pattern is distinctive with the
contrast of an organic layout of the streets compared to the grand and over scaled central
High Street.
The gold rush has left Rushworth with a legacy of fine buildings and places and this
includes the Courthouse, Town Hall, Post Office, Banks, Churches, the central reserve and
the remains of the former railway.
The retention of the integrity of the majority of these places contributes to the significance
of the precinct.
Note:

Some of the contributory places are also of individual significance and have their own
Heritage Overlay. Refer to their individual citations for their cultural heritage
significance.
Places that contribute to the significance of the precinct include:
Esmonde Street: nos 11, 13, 15, 18, 19, 20, 26, 28, 29, 30, 31, 36, 38, Recreation Reserve
Heily Street: Rushworth Cemetery, Rushworth Primary School
High Street: nos 1, 7, 14, 17, 18, 19, 21, 25, 26, 30-32 [former Bank of Victoria], 31, 34-36
[former Commercial Bank], 35, 38-40 [former Imperial Hotel], 42, 49, 55 [Criterion
Hotel], 57, 67, 69, [Mechanics Institute, Miller Homes, Rushworth Courthouse, Rushworth
Shire Hall, Rushworth Post Office, former office, Rotunda]
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Horne Street: nos 10, 12, 14, 17
Moora Road: nos 3, 5, 7, 9, 11 [CFA], 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 22, 23, 24, 25, 29, 33,
Masonic Lodge
Nuggety Hill: St Pauls Anglican Church
Parker Street: house
Phillips Street: nos 1, 3, 5, 9, 11, 12, 18, 20
Simpson Street: 7 [house]
Wigg Street: Stone gutters
Central Reserve
The former railway reserves

HO301 Rushworth Precinct (Note - Shaded properties are contributory to precinct)
Balaclava Hill Open Cut Mine and Whroo Township Site Area (HO312)
Statement of significance
The source of evidence for this statement of significance can be found in the history and
the physical description of the Waranga Conservation Study, 1988.
What is significant?
The Balaclava Hill Open Cut Mine, associated mining remains and the Whroo Towship
Site Area.
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Substantial remains of the old town survive including the stone guttering, avenue of trees,
exotic planting remnants, footings and chimney bases. More substantial and more visible
however are the cemetery and the all-pervading gold workings (alluvial and particularly the
quartz) also the valuable elements such as the puddling mill, dams and cyanide vats. The
most important of these elements and almost the reason for the growth of the town itself is
the Balaclava mine complex.
Contributory buildings
White Hills Gold Field - sites 262-263, and 274-277.
Balaclava Mine, former Whroo township and related sites - sites 213-217
Cheong house, farm and dam – site 261

HO312 Balaclava Hill Open Cut Mine and Whroo Township Site Area
Definitions
Conservation means looking after a place with the intention of retaining its heritage
significance. It may refer to maintenance, preservation, restoration, reconstruction and
adaptation to accommodate new uses.
Contributory buildings refer to those buildings that are deemed to make a contribution,
either individually, or as part of a collection, to the significance of the heritage precinct
(refer to Figure 1).
Fabric means all of the physical material of a heritage place.
A heritage place refers to an individual property, heritage precinct, or landscape element
included in the Heritage Overlay (refer to Figure 1).
Heritage precincts refer to areas identified in the planning scheme which:
 Contain buildings that derive considerable cultural significance from their context
and/or relationship with others in the area.
 Have largely intact or visually cohesive streetscapes, creating precincts of historic
and/or architectural integrity.
 Contain a large number of substantially intact buildings.
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 May contain buildings that contribute to the historic or architectural significance of the
area as a whole.
 May contain historically or botanically contributory gardens, reserves and specimens
(refer to Figure 1).
Heritage significance means the aesthetic, historic, scientific, social or spiritual value for
past, present or future generations.
Maintenance refers to the continuous protective care of the fabric and setting of a
contributory site. It is to be distinguished from repair, which involves restoration and
reconstruction.
Preservation means maintaining the fabric of a place in its existing state and preventing
deterioration.
Reconstruction means returning a place to a known earlier state. Reconstruction is
distinguished from restoration by the introduction of new materials into the fabric.
Interpretive refers to a design approach that acknowledges its modernity whilst
maintaining a relationship to the historic or architecturally significant character of its
context. Interpretive is a looser reference to historic size, form, proportions, colours,
detailing and decoration, but still requires use of historic or closely equivalent materials.
Respectful describes the approach where historic building size, form, proportions, colours
and materials are adopted, but modern interpretations are used instead of copies of historic
detailing and decorative work.
Restoration means returning the existing fabric of a contributory site to a known earlier
state by removing accretions or later additions or by reassembling existing components
without the introduction of new materials.
Significant heritage building is a building identified as having heritage significance that is
not located in a precinct (refer to Figure 1).
HERITAGE PLACE

SIGNIFICANT BUILDING/VEGETATION

(property, landscape or precinct)

(individual HO reference)

HO5

HO1

HO2

HO6

HO4

HO7

HO3

NON-CONTRIBUTORY BUILDING

CONTRIBUTORY BUILDING

(within precinct)

(within precinct)

Figure 1

Visual illustration of definitions
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Policy references
 Echuca Conservation Study, 1992
 Waranga Conservation Study, 1988
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