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PLAY SPACES DEVELOPMENT

PURPOSE 

To guide the planning and design of play spaces in the Shire of Campaspe. 

To ensure that new and replacement play space infrastructure is developed in accordance with the planning and design 
guidelines, across the Shire of Campaspe. 

To ensure that play spaces are safe and innovative, and encourage developmentally appropriate play experiences for 
children, according to one of the key aims of Play Australia. 

POLICY STATEMENT 

1. Aim

To ensure the provision of high quality, safe and attractive play spaces located throughout the Shire of Campaspe in 
accordance with Council’s agreed service levels. 

2. Objectives

a. To provide high quality, well maintained play spaces that comply with current Australian Standards.

b. To address accessibility within and to play spaces for people with a disability.

c. To ensure play spaces are provided within the community which offer active, playful, learning and social
experiences for a range of children. 

d. To provide an equitable distribution of playgrounds to residents across the Shire.

e. To promote safe use and enjoyment of public open space and amenities through appropriate siting and
design. 

f. To ensure the community’s needs are addressed through appropriate community engagement.

g. To ensure new play spaces and the renewal of existing play spaces implement the planning and design
guidelines. 

3. Policy

It is policy to: 

a. encourage play spaces;

i. playgrounds may be considered at sites that are identified within the Playground Strategy 2007 (as
amended, attachment A).

ii. playgrounds are at a ratio of 1 playground per 700 people for all towns where the population exceeds
100 people.

b. promote the development and renewal of play spaces and playgrounds that satisfy the playground
classification matrix (attachment B) and the planning and design guidelines (Attachment C).

c. promote accessible play features, pathways and amenities to play spaces in accordance with the playground
classification matrix and the planning and design guidelines.

d. promote the integration of bicycle tracks, walking paths and connectivity within the renewal and development
of new play spaces.

e. assess public safety in the design and location of play spaces in line with the planning and design guidelines.

f. discourage the development and renewal of isolated pockets of land and areas which have limited passive
surveillance.

COUNCIL POLICY NUMBER 

Date Adopted 

Scheduled for review 

138 

17 October 2017 

November 2018 





ATTACHMENT A - PLAYGROUND CLASSIFICATION 

The Playground Strategy adopted in 2007 and reviewed in 2012 assessed all playgrounds on a classification scale 
depending on their conformance to criteria in four categories. These categories have since been expanded to include 
planning and design guidelines.  

The playground classifications are as follows: 

Regional 

These playgrounds provide a variety of play experience for a number of age and ability levels by using equipment and other 
unique play elements. Regional playgrounds are supported by a range of associated facilities that allow for multiple hour 
visits and are well located to service a number of districts. Regional Playgrounds are generally large in size and provide 
enough area of open space to allow for informal recreational activities. They have high usage and provide access for people 
with a disability.  

District  

District playgrounds feature a variety of play experiences for a number of ages and abilities. They may also feature natural 
play elements that suit the sites location and surroundings. They can be supported by other facilities such as toilets and 
seating but not usually to the extent of regional playgrounds. They are medium to large size and can also be next to larger 
parks and/ or reserves to encourage informal active recreation. They have high usage and provide access for people with 
a disability. 

Small township 

In smaller towns with 1 or 2 playgrounds they usually have one playground with more infrastructure and amenities. These 
playgrounds are categorised as small township playgrounds as they are located in prominent areas, cater for the whole 
town and can sometimes have more usage then local playgrounds in larger towns. They are more diverse then local 
playgrounds and have some level of access for people with a disability.  

Local  

These playgrounds are located close to residential areas to provide basic play opportunities for the surrounding 
neighbourhood. They generally have limited equipment and are used for shorter time periods. While they aren’t always 
diverse they do add value to the community and play an important part in health and well being.  

Please refer to attachment B – Playground Classification Matrix for a more detailed explanation.  

 All Council’s playgrounds have been classified using the criteria describe in Attachment B.  

* Council inspects but the committee of the reserve is responsible for replacement and maintenance 

** Playgrounds not managed or owned of Shire of Campaspe  

Regional 

Moama Adventure Playground** 

District (3) 

Echuca Apex Park 

Hopwood Gardens, Echuca 

John Pilley Reserve, Kyabram Fauna Park**  

Small Township (9) 

Colbinabbin Memorial Hall  

Winter Road Playground, Girgarre 

Gunbower Apex Park 

Lockington Lions Apex Park 

Rushworth Lions Park 

Stanhope Lions Park  



Potts Village Green, Tongala 

Rochester Lions Park 

Rochester Rotary Park 

Local Playgrounds (30) 

Colbinabbin Recreation Reserve * 

Alton Reserve, Echuca (not developed) 

Banyule Reserve, Echuca (not developed) 

Echuca West, Echuca (not developed) 

Echuca East School (Barry St) 

Central Park, Echuca 

Echuca South Netball Complex 

South St & Towle Court Playground, Echuca  

Murrumbidgee Drive Playground, Echuca 

Park Drive Playground, Echuca 

Garden Crescent Playground, Echuca 

Wilson Court Playground, Echuca 

Echuca Lions Park 

Victoria Park, Echuca 

Girgarre Recreation Reserve Playground * 

Banyule Court Playground, Kyabram 

Crow Crescent Playground, Kyabram 

Drum Street Playground, Kyabram 

Edis Park, Kyabram  

Fredrick Street Playground, Kyabram 

Glass Court Playground, Kyabram 

Jaycee Park Playground, Kyabram  

McCormick Reserve Playground, Kyabram 

Prunus Court Playground, Kyabram 

Poplar Street Playground Kyabram 

Ky Valley Community Park 

Clare Ave Playground, Lockington 

Lockington Recreation Reserve Playground 

Rochester Apex Park 

Rochester Recreation Reserve Playground 

Rankin Street Playground, Rochester 

Geyle Reserve Playground, Rushworth 

Tongala Recreation Reserve Playground * 

Tongala Lions Park 

 



Attachment B
Playground Classification Matrix
Classification Size/Location Play equipment Amenities Catchment area Maintenance Usage Access & Inclusion
Regional Playgrounds
Provide a variety of play experiences for a 
number of age and ability levels. Regional 
playgrounds are supported by a range of 
associated facilities that allow for mutiple hour 
visits and are well located to service a number 
of districts.

Provide enough area of open 
space to allow for informal 
recreational activities such as kite 
flying, informal cricket, ball 
throwing etc. 

Retain natural environmental 
features such as trees, hill, creeks 
etc. 

Located in a prominent location, 
that is central to the population it 
serves. 

Feature a variety of play equipment 
for all ages and abilities. Be unique 
in design, have a strong theme and 
often incorporate artwork.

Playgrounds might typically contain 
a junior and senior combination unit, 
double swing set, a feature piece of 
equipment, a challenging yet safe 
environment and will also 
incorporate the natural environment. 

Other play experiences besides 
equipment might be utilised, the 
location and surroundings of the 
space should influence the design. 

Seating for 10+  people
1-3 bins
2 -3 picnic tables
1 Drinking fountain
BBQ
Toilets with an accessible toilet
Natural shade throughout the 
space, where possible
Security lighting
Car parking
Bike racks
Connections to cycling/walking 
tracks
Consistent signage

Located in towns with a 
population of over 10,000

Have a catchment of an 
entire town plus 
surrounding townships

Weekly and quarterly 
inspections by the Parks & 
Gardens team. 

Annual inspections 
completed by external 
auditor. 

High levels of usage

Multiple hour visits

Use more for an activity 
and outing rather then 
a quick play

Provide for people with a 
disabiltiy through the 
provision of accessible 
amenity faiclities and a 
number of accessible play 
areas. 

Play opportunities are 
provided for all age 
groups and abilities where 
they are able to 
experience play together. 

District Playgrounds
Provide a wider variety of play experiences 
than local playgrounds and cater for a broader 
range of ages and abilities.  

Medium to large playgrounds 
usually situated within larger 
parks/reserves to encourage 
informal active recreation pursuits. 

Feature a variety of play equipment 
for all ages and abilities. Junior and 
senior combination unit, double 
swing set, spring rockers and slide. 

May also feature natural play 
elements and other play elements 
that suit the sites location and 
surroundings.

Seating for 5- 10 people
1-2 bins
1-2 picnic tables
1 drinking fountain
BBQ
Toilets within 500m
Natural shade throughout the 
space, where possible
Security lighting
Car parking
Bike racks
Connections to cycling/walking 
tracks
Consistent signage

500m - 2km radius 

Acts as a local facility for 
people living within a 500 
metre catchment zone. 

Weekly and quarterly 
inspections by the Parks & 
Gardens team. 

Annual inspections 
completed by external 
auditor. 

High levels of usage 

1 - 2 hour visits though 
can also act as a local 
playground and shorter 
visits

Have some level of 
accessibility for people 
with a disability, 
particularly pathways to 
equipment. 

A diverse range of play 
opportunities for all age 
groups and abilities. 

Small township playgrounds 
In smaller towns the local playgrounds might 
be known as township playgrounds and can 
have more equipment, space and amenities 
then the smaller local playgrounds.

Usually small to medium in size 
and would be regarded as the 
main playground in the town. 

A basic level of equipment; 
combination unit, double swing set 
with toddler and/or spring rockers. 
Equipment can sometimes be more 
then what is usually provided in a 
local playground. 

May also feature natural play 
elements and other play elements 
that suit the sites location and 
surroundings. 

Seating for 1-5 people
1 bin
Natural shade, somewhere 
within the play space 
Consistent signage
**BBQ
**toilets within 500m
**picnic facilities
(** some of the bigger sites have 
BBQ facilities and toilets)

Usually service the whole 
town and are in a walkable 
distance for most of the 
residents. 

Weekly and quarterly 
inspections by the Parks & 
Gardens team. 

Annual inspections 
completed by external 
auditor. 

Higher usage then 
smaller local 
playgrounds and visits 
have the potential to be 
longer and in 
conjunction with use of 
amenities (BBQ, picnic 
table etc).

While these playgrounds 
aren't always diverse they 
do add value to the 
community and play an 
important part in health 
and well being. 

It's important that they still 
are guided by the 
playground principles and 
have some accessible 
components or pathways. 

Local Playgrounds  
Located close to residential areas to provide 
basic play opportunities for the surrounding 
neighbourhood. They generally have limited 
equipment and are used for shorter time 
periods. 

Small in size and ideally 
accessible via a safe path 
network. 

Campaspe has a few "pocket" 
Playgrounds where visibility is low 
and the playground is surrounded 
by rear and side fences. These 
types of playgrounds aren't 
recommended. 

Provide a basic level of equipment; 
Combination unit, double swing set 
with toddler and  and/or spring 
rockers.

May also feature natural play 
elements and other play elements 
that suit the sites location and 
surroundings. 

Seating for 3 people
1 bin
Natural shade, somewhere 
within the play space

500m radius (taking into 
consideration barriers 
such as major roads, 
rivers, etc)

Weekly and quarterly 
inspections by the Parks & 
Gardens team. 

Annual inspections 
completed by external 
auditor. 

Shorter visits with low - 
medium usage.

While these playgrounds 
aren't always diverse they 
do add value to the 
community and play an 
important part in health 
and well being. 

It's important that they still 
are guided by the 
playground principles and 
have some accessible 
components or pathways. 
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Playground Planning and Design Guidelines  

  

Guideline Action 

  
Access & Inclusion  

To provide safe and convenient access to play spaces and for spaces 
to be designed to promote inclusiveness for people of all abilities and 
ages.  

Provide play elements for people with a disability, incorporate 
physical access and a range of sensory components. 
 
Access to the site by pathways and connections, as well as pathways 
throughout the space, connecting play elements and amenities.  
 
Including everyone into the space, not just with ramps or specific 
wheelchair swings, investigate other options; raised sandboxes, high 
backs on swings with arm rests.  

  
Diversity  

To provide a diverse range of age appropriate play opportunities and 
landscaping at different playgrounds throughout the municipality that 
encourage social interaction, imaginative play and the development of 
motor skills.  

Provide opportunities for active play for children to test and develop 
their capabilities and skills.  
 
Incorporate play elements that encourage all different types of play; 
social play, physical activity, creative and games of imagination.  
 
To work with stakeholders to create unique and attractive play 
facilities which reflect the needs of young people - incorporating a 
range of different materials, landscaping and art.  

  

Community Engagement  

Engage with children, schools and carers to develop playgrounds that 
meet the needs of the community.  

All residents and particularly young people will be invited to be 
involved in the development of play spaces (new or renewal), 
regional and district play spaces and any other place space of 
significance.  

  
Linkages   

Play spaces will be connected to communities by different modes of 
transport and connections; cycling/walking networks, roads and 
pathways.  

Providing bike tracks, walking paths and safe road crossings where 
appropriate to improve connectivity to play spaces.  

Location of playgrounds will consider walkable distance of local 
playgrounds and good access to district and regional playgrounds.  

  

  

Safety  

Playgrounds developed, managed and maintained to a safe standard 
and in accordance with relevant guidelines and regulations.  

Ensure that play spaces are maintained and inspected on a regular 
basis internally and externally when required.  

 
Play spaces and playgrounds to be developed within sites that meet the 
public open space guidelines. 

 
Incorporate public safety considerations in the design and provision 
of play spaces, including Crime Prevention through Environmental 
Design principles. 
 
Avoid isolated pockets of land and areas which have limited passive 
surveillance.  
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Fences, shade and surfaces   

Barriers or fences near or around playgrounds will be provided only 
when there is an identifiable risk.  

Where fencing is required, alternative forms of fencing should be 
investigated. Pool style fencing around equipment is not encouraged 
and using a barrier as part of the play should be considered.  

 
Surfaces will reflect the character and nature of the play space and 
meet related standards.  

 
Appropriate surfacing will be investigated for different playgrounds 
that comply with fall zones and the relevant standards.  

Shade to be provided at play spaces, considering the benefits of natural 
shade over shade structures.  

Where practical undertake shade tree planting in and around play 
spaces. The provision of shade from built structures may be 
considered if shade cannot be effectively provided by trees.  

  
Amenities  

The provision of supportive infrastructure will be consistent with the 
classification matrix of each playground (local, district and regional).  

Toilets, picnic tables, seating, bins, BBQs and sheltered areas are 
provided for playgrounds, dependent on the ranking in the playground 
classification matrix.  

  
Equity  

An equitable distribution of playgrounds throughout the municipality that 
caters for the needs of each community and provides reasonable  
access to all residents.  

Use the guide of the 500m catchment area and walking distance for a 
local playground. 
 
District playgrounds to generally serve a 500m to 2km radius and can 
act as a local playground for residents within the 500m catchment.  
 
Regional playgrounds service the entire town and surrounding 
townships.  
 
Ensure an appropriate ratio is maintained, using the playground 
strategy review figures.  

  

Aesthetics   

Play spaces will be designed and constructed to provide opportunities 
for children to develop key skills and behaviours through active, social 
and creative play.  

Use play materials that complement the neighbourhood character, 
the look and feel of the park.  
 
Integrate new play equipment with existing trees, garden beds, 
mounds, historic or other features.  
 
Use the natural environment where possible, include materials such 
as rocks, logs and vegetation.  


